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NSU launches undergraduate
retention study
By: Jodi Tandet
Over 230 faculty, staff, students
and administrators from various NSU
departments and colleges gathered on
Oct. 31 for the 2013 Undergraduate
Student Retention Launch Meeting
to discuss student retention and the
undergraduate experience.
Though the issues discussed
were detailed and complex, they all
had one thing in common: increasing
the undergraduate student retention
rate — the percentage of students who
stay enrolled at the university year to
year — through enhancing the NSU
undergraduate experience. The launch
meeting also marked the start of a yearlong self-study of the university.
The meeting started with an 11:30
a.m. lunch at the DeSantis Building
Courtyard Atrium and included a
presentation from President George
Hanbury, interactive discussions,
a brainstorming session and other

elements, before concluding around 5
p.m. at the Rose and Alfred Miniaci
Performing Arts Center Theater. An
additional 30 to 50 faculty and staff
of regional campuses watched the
meeting via live broadcast.
Brad Williams, vice president of
student affairs and dean of the College
of Undergraduate Studies, began the
meeting by expressing his enthusiasm
for the turnout, before explaining the
launch’s importance.
“There are big days and big
deals in the life of a university and
we are at a crossroads right now, I
believe, relative to looking at this
very important topic,” he said. “We
define our success and what we do by
‘Do students stay with us?’ and ‘Do
they graduate?’ Every department,
every division, every office is just a
backdrop to helping students succeed,
stay and graduate.”
Currently, 42 percent of students
who enter the university stay and

graduate within four to six years,
and 29 percent of students who enter
each year do not return the next
year. Hanbury hopes to increase
the graduation rate to 60 percent by
2020, while retaining 80 percent of
freshman students for the start of their
sophomore year.
As Williams spoke, a projector
displayed the faces and names of
undergraduate students who have left
NSU since enrolling this fall, putting a
face to the statistics.
“Sometimes, when you get
caught up in retention, it’s easy to just
think about numbers and statistics,”
Williams said. “But these are all young
men and women that came to NSU
with hopes and dreams and ambitions.”
Williams
then
introduced
Hanbury who emphasized the vital role
that undergraduate programs play in
the reputation of a university, including
NSU, even though it’s composed of 80
percent graduate students.

Get ready for
Homecoming Week
By: Keren Moros
Homecoming week will take
place from Nov. 9 to 16 and will
include two new traditions.
Vice President of Traditions
for the Student Events and Activities
Board in the Office of Student
Activities Lindsey Goldstein, senior
education major, said the first new
event is the Kick-Off Celebration
party on Nov. 9 on the Alvin Sherman
Library Quad. It will feature a zip line,
two obstacle courses, including an
inflatable one, and eight food trucks.
Student organizations can participate
in a banner contest, the winner of
which will receive $100.
Goldstein
said
student
organizations can also table at the
event to promote themselves. Student
organizations who wish to table at the
Kick-Off must register by Nov. 8 at
12 p.m. They can either register at the
Student Activities office or log in to
OrgSync and then navigate to orgsync.
com/39657/forms/83713.
Another new tradition is the
Shark Rodeo, also at the Quad, from

4 to 7 p.m. on Nov. 12. Students can
ride a mechanical shark, just like a
mechanical bull ride. Free food will
include carnival fare, such as snow
cones, cotton candy and popcorn.
Giveaways will include stickers that
say “Shark pride” and sunglasses.
Commuter students will have the
chance to create their own stuffed
shark toy, an activity hosted by
Office of Commuter and Transfer
Student Services.
Kelly Scott, junior athletic
training major and Novelty Chair
on the homecoming council, said
Kappa Sigma will host a car bashing
during the Shark Rodeo. The car
will be painted with the colors of
the West Liberty University, the
Sharks’ rival at the homecoming
game. Scott said students will
have the opportunity to take a
sledgehammer and damage the car.
The theme for Homecoming is
“Shark Tales.” Goldstein said this is
to celebrate NSU’s upcoming 50th
anniversary and is meant to evoke
“tales back in time.” The marketing
poster for Homecoming features

vintage items, including lava lamps,
peace signs, cassette tapes, a Rubik’s
cube and an old cell phone.
“It’s the story of becoming
Sharks, the story of how we were two
different universities, and now we’re
the NSU Sharks,” Scott said.
Additionally, each event will
have a retro theme. For example,
Flight Deck Follies will be 80s themed,
Shark Rodeo will be 60s themed and
the Homecoming Bash will have a
futuristic theme.
Other events are traditional
NSU homecoming activities such as
Flight Deck Follies, a male beauty
competition; the Anything that
Floats Raft Races, in which student
organizations build their own rafts
and race around Gold Circle Lake; the
Game Day Pep Rally; and the Special
Olympics 5K Run/Walk, co-hosted by
Special Olympics Broward.
The last Homecoming event is
the traditional Laugh Your Fins Off
Comedy Show, featuring “21 Jump
Street” star DeRay Davis. Scott said
SEE HOMECOMING 2
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President Hanbury discussed his vision and goals for the university and its undergraduate students.

“The quality of a university, no
matter how great the graduate and
professional programs are, no matter
how many hospitals you have — and I
hope we get one, no matter how many
research grants you get, the university
is ranked by its undergraduate
programs,” Hanbury said. “So, we’re

letting this university be judged by 20
percent of its students. Don’t you think
you’d want that to be the excellence
that we strive for in our graduate and
professional programs?”
Vision 2020, Hanbury’s vision
SEE UNDERGRADUATE 2

Special Olympics
to host race and
carnival
By: Saily Regueiro
The eighth annual Sallarulo 5K
Race for Champions and Carnival will
be held Nov. 12 in the Alvin Sherman
Library quad, starting at 8 a.m.
followed by the carnival from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
The event is hosted by Special
Olympics Broward, a nonprofit
organization that supports children and
adults with special needs and gives
them the opportunity to participate in
sports programs.
Jene Kapela Korzeniowski,
director of student affairs for the
regional campuses, said, “It gives
them the opportunity to learn,
interact with others, and develop
their ability to be successful through
these athletic programs.”
Paul Sallarulo, a South Florida
community leader, started the race
eight years ago to support Special
Olympics Broward for doing so much
for his son, who has a disability.
Don Taft, a supporter of
Special Olympics Broward, made

arrangements to house Special
Olympics Broward on campus when
he funded the University Center.
Since then, the race has become
an annual tradition and Special
Olympics Broward’s offices are
located in the Parker South Module,
near the Parker Building.
Korzeniowski said, “This is the
only partnership between an institution
of higher education and Special
Olympics in the country, so it is unique
for NSU to have this partnership.”
All the proceeds from this event
will go to benefit Special Olympics
athletes and their families. This year,
the 5K race is free for NSU students,
but community members pay a $25
registration fee to participate.
Taylor Brown, junior business
management major and volunteer with
Special Olympics Broward, said that
being part of this event is a rewarding
experience for everyone involved.
“It’s a really good opportunity
SEE SALLARULO 2
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for the university by the year 2020,
was also a major theme of the
meeting and the president recited it
word for word:
“By 2020, through excellence
and
innovations
in
teaching,
research, service, and learning, Nova
Southeastern University will be
recognized by accrediting agencies,
the academic community, and the
general public as a premier, private,
not-for-profit university of quality and
distinction that engages all students
and produces alumni who serve with
integrity in their lives, fields of study,
and resulting careers.”
But, Hanbury said, it’s vital to not
just know the vision; administrators
must lead purposeful steps to make it
a reality, with the launch being one of
those steps.
“That vision is not just words,”
he said. “We need to, as I tell
students, not only talk the talk, but
walk the walk.”
Part of that walk will be in
uniting NSU’s various division into a
collaborative team, or as Hanbury calls
it: “one NSU.”
“NSU’s never been one NSU
and that’s what I’ve been promoting
since July 2011, when the trustees
asked me to succeed Ray Ferrero as
president,” Hanbury said. “I don’t
want 18 separate college and schools,
18 separate units. I want one NSU
where we all work together as a team
to see this university succeed, not just

HOMECOMING from 1

tickets are $5 and $10 before the
event and $20 the day of the event
and are available at the arena box
office in the UC.
The annual Homecoming Bash
will take place at the Passion Night
Club at the Hard Rock Hotel and
Casino. Tickets for the dance are
$10 but will be $15 the day of the
dance. Goldstein said students must
purchase their tickets ahead of time
as tickets will not be sold at the door.
Transportation will be provided via
Shark Shuttle.
The first, second and third
place winners of the raft race will
not only receive $1,000, $500 and
$250 respectively, but will also win
free tickets to the Bash. Student
organizations can sign up for the race
by registering at the Student Activities
office. The registration deadline is
Nov. 8.
The culmination of Homecoming
week will be Nov. 15 at the Sharks
Homecoming Tailgate from 4 to 6
p.m. at the Shark Fountain, hosted
by the Athletics Department, and the
homecoming game at 6 p.m. in the UC
SALLARULO from 1

to get involved and it is great to see
the abilities these athletes have.
Regardless of intellectual disabilities,
everyone has a talent and that is
something that special Olympics has
taught me,” said Brown.
Last year, the proceeds totaled
$165,000 and the organizers hope to
raise $200,000 this year. The money
will pay for sports training and
competitions, including transportation,
uniforms and sport equipment. It will
also help cover the cost of taking the
Special Olympics athletes to county
and state Olympic games and even the
national competition next June.
More than 100 Special Olympics

News
each individual college and school.”
Hanbury also discussed U.S.
News & World Report, a news
magazine that publishes annual
rankings of top American colleges,
universities and their programs.
NSU’s ranking is not published,
meaning that it is not among the top
200 national universities.
Though Hanbury criticized
the publication’s methodology for
not fully capturing the quality of
each institution, he acknowledged
that parents and students read the
rankings, using them to aid in their
decisions to attend, or not attend,
a university. So, increasing the
university’s rank can help reach the
goal of national recognition, which
is part of the 2020 vision.
Hanbury presented research
complied by Donald Rudawsky,
interim vice president of the Office of
Institutional Effectiveness, that shows
that NSU is actually doing as well as
or exceeding the universities ranked
in the top 100 in several areas that the
report uses to determine its rankings,
including class sizes, student/faculty
ratio and financial resources per
student. However, in order to increase
its rank, NSU needs to improve its
undergraduate academic reputation,
as judged through other university
administrators and high school
counselor assessments, along with its
graduation and retention rates and the
percentage of alumni who donate to
the university.
Though NSU’s graduation rate

will need to increase significantly to
compete with the universities that
Hanbury cited as “aspirational”,
which retained 89 to 97 percent of
new students from fall 2011 to fall
2012 — including the University of
Miami, Duke, Tulane, Vanderbilt and
Baylor — the president expressed
pride in the percentage of retained
students who graduate within four
years, instead of longer.
“Those students who stay with
us and graduate, the great majority
graduate within four years — which
is a heck of a lot better than the state
university system, in which many
students don’t graduate until five years
or in many cases, closer to six years,”
he said.
To meet Hanbury’s vision, the
university will consult with the John
N. Gardner Institute for Excellence in
Undergraduate Education, a company
based in Brevard, N.C. that, through
its Foundations of Excellence model,
has helped more than 250 two-year
and four-year college and universities
meet their goals for improving the socalled “first-year college experience,”
a term coined by President and
Founder John Gardner.
Though
Gardner
typically
has another staff member serve as
a university’s primary consultant,
he has chosen to consult with NSU
himself, as he has special interest in
its unique makeup and history. Most
universities start out as undergraduate
colleges, before slowly beginning
to offer graduate programs; NSU

Arena. The men’s basketball team will
play against West Liberty University.
At the tailgate, students can
enjoy free food and shoot basketballs.
They can also enter a contest to win a
$1,000 book scholarship for the winter
2014 semester. The winner will be
announced at the homecoming game.
During halftime, the winners of
homecoming court will be announced.
Scott said homecoming court
is an NSU tradition that is fun for
students who want to nominate their
friends and students who would like to
win.
“I think that’s a really cool thing
that we do because a lot of other
schools don’t do that, and I think it’s
unique to us,” Scott said.
The nominees will campaign
during a “Shark Tales” themed SEA
Thursday, a biweekly event in the
UC spine. All students can vote for
nominees at the Student Activities’ site
on OrgSync at orgsync.com/39657/
chapter.
Students are invited to share their
Shark pride on social media for a photo
contest. To enter, students must post a
photo to Twitter or Instagram with the
hashtag #NSUHC2013. Goldstein said

students may post as many photos as
they want. The homecoming council
will select a winner, who will receive
a free ticket to SEA Board’s Florida
Keys trip on April 5. Goldstein said
the council is looking for campus pride
and homecoming pride in the photos.
Goldstein said homecoming
brings traditions to campus that brings
the campus together.
“Times may change but traditions
don’t, so it’s something that keeps
NSU timeless,” Goldstein said.
Scott said she hopes students
have fun at the homecoming events,
meet new people and get to know NSU
better.
“I hope that all of these events
will help them realize how awesome
NSU is,” Scott said. “I hope it helps
them want to stay here at NSU for all
four years and get more involved.”
To register for the raft race or
purchase tickets for the Homecoming
Bash, visit the Office of Student
Activities on the first floor of the
Don Taft University Center. For more
information, contact Goldstein at
lg785@nova.edu or call the Office of
Student Activities at 954-262-7288.

athletes will participate in the
upcoming race.
Linda Wells, director of Special
Olympics, said, “It’s important for
people to come out and see the abilities
of our athletes, which is something we
highlight. We really enjoy the fact that
our athletes can be out there, side-byside, with the community.”
The carnival is free for all NSU
and community members. Student
organizations are invited to have
booths and students can also volunteer
to help with the day’s activities.
Korzeniowski
said,
“The
carnival has the same flavor and feel
as CommunityFest. Students are
encouraged to turn out and participate.”

The carnival will feature
performances by special Olympic
athletes, games and activities, arts and
crafts, free giveaways and food.
There will also be special guests,
who will be revealed at the event. Last
year’s guest included Miami Dolphins
cheerleaders and representatives from
the Miami Marlins.
“This event supports a great cause
and it gives people something fun to do
on a Sunday morning and it also brings
everyone together to have a sense of
NSU pride,” said Korzeniowski.
All participants can register
the day of the race or register
online beforehand by visiting
sallaruloraceforchampions.org.
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to aide in the process, without forcing
any decisions.
Sullivan said, “The large steering
committee is going to be the provost,
vice presidents, deans, athletic director,
the director of housing, myself — about
30 of the top administrators, faculty and
some students … to say ‘here are some
things that we think we can do next
year. Not sometime in the future, but
next year, to start making a difference.’”
Sullivan explained what the
steering committee will then pass their
thoughts on.
“We hope to have a final
recommendation by the end of May,
which we’ll give to the provost, to the
executive team, then to the president,
and they’ll help to set priorities of
what we need to do,” he said. “Some
things may require additional funding,
so we may need to look at how
we’re allocating resources in order to
accomplish these goals.”
In addition, students who
entered NSU for the first time this
fall will be invited to review their
experiences at the university, via a
nine-page survey to be distributed
on Nov. 11. Survey participants
will be eligible to win prize money,
totaling $2,500, though the amount
per winner is yet to be determined.
To learn more about the 2020
Vision and view the research presented
via PowerPoint at the launch, visit
nova.edu/president.

did the opposite — starting out with
professional and graduate schools
before adding an undergraduate
division.
Gardner, who participated in the
launch via video conference, said,
“Your culture is clearly developed
in graduate higher education and
now, it’s much more recently, that
you’re attempting to develop a unique
undergraduate culture.”
During the launch meeting,
participants broke off into groups to
brainstorms ideas for each of the nine
“foundational dimensions” that are
part of the Foundations of Excellence
model: philosophy, organization,
learning, faculty, transitions, all
students, diversity, roles and purposes,
and improvement. Representatives
then presented their group’s thoughts
on what resources, programs and
policies NSU has to support that
dimension; what challenges NSU
faces in supporting it; and what
new initiatives or changes NSU can
implement to improve itself. At the
launch’s conclusion, participants filled
out cards, indicating their interest
in serving on committees that will
work to develop a plan related to that
dimension throughout the year.
Daniel Sullivan, interim associate
dean of the College of Undergraduate
Studies, explained that a steering
committee will then work with each
of the dimension committees to
prioritize actions and make additional
recommendations, with Gardner
consulting with everyone involved —
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SFDA Diversity Summit

By: Ricardo Lugo
The South Florida Diversity
Alliance will hold its eighth annual
Diversity Summit in the Carl DeSantis
Building and the Don Taft University
Center from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on
Nov. 8.
More than 200 college students
are registered and Jonathan May,
assistant director of Student Affairs in
the College of Health Care Sciences
and member of the summit planning
committee, predicts that 300 to 400
people will attend. The theme for this
year’s summit is “Stepping Up and
Stepping Out.”
Assistant Dean of Student
Affairs for the College of Health Care
Sciences, and one of SFDA’s founders,
Terry Morrow said that the purpose of
the conference is to positively affect
communities and inspire people to do
something about diversity issues.
The summit will include panel
presentations by students and faculty
from NSU, Barry University, Lynn
University and other universities.

Laura Finely, assistant professor
of sociology and criminology at Barry
University and co-chair of SFDA, said
some panels will focus on training
educators on LGBT rights, bullying
and gender issues.
Panel presentations will include
“Disability
Scavenger
Hunt,”
“Examining Words that Wound:
What Rhetoric Can Teach About
Everyday Language,” and “Be the
ally, Be the change.”
Finely said some panels will
examine the same issues from
different perspectives. Some examples
of these panels are “That’s So Gay and
You’re a Faggot: Language and it’s
effects on the LGBTQ Community”
and “Broward Schools Doing What?
Leading the Nation for LGBTQ
Student Safety and Respect.”
In addition to the panels, No
More Tears, a non-profit organization
devoted to providing assistance to
victims of domestic abuse, will screen
a film about domestic abuse at the
summit at 6 p.m.

Attendees sink their
teeth into faculty
lecture series
By: Megan

Mortman

The Farquhar College of the
Arts and Sciences’ latest Faculty
Lecture Series, “The Good, the Bad,
and the Vampire” on Oct. 31 shed
light on the evolution of vampires
and society’s fascination with the
cultural phenomenon.
Barbara Brodman, professor
in the Division of Humanities in
the Farquhar College, opened the
lecture wearing fake vampire teeth
in the Cotilla Gallery in the Alvin
Sherman Library and spoke about
the transformation of vampire
legends from the 19th century to
21st century in relation to Farquhar’s
theme for the 2013-2014 academic
year, “Good and Evil.”

Brodman spoke about vampire
legends in Greece, where vampires
were viewed as disturbing and evil
creatures. Eventually, the vampire
legend went from the scary Dracula
to the beautiful and alluring beings
in “The Vampire Diaries” and other
TV shows and books. Pop culture’s
portrayal of male vampires as romantic
and desirable has come a long way
from the haunting, repulsive vampire.
Brodman said things like the
“Twilight” series embody the 1950’s
vision of women’s place in society
because Bella, a human, falls madly in
love with Edward, a vampire, and she
leaves everything she’s ever known
behind for him. Brodman said young
girls today have that image of what
their role in society should be and what

Famed genetic
researcher to
speak at NSU
By: Faren Rajkumar
Pioneering scientific researcher
Craig Venter will visit NSU’s main
campus on Nov. 13 at 7 p.m. at the
Miniaci Performing Arts Center
as part of the Farquhar College of
Arts and Sciences’ Distinguished
Speakers Series.
His lecture, “Life at the Speed
of Light,” will reflect on some of the
controversial work he has done as
co-founder and CEO of Synthetic
Genomics, Inc. In 2010, the company
was credited with creating the first
form of synthetic life on Earth, and
some critics, including other scientists
and religious groups, condemned his

achievement and accused Venter of
playing God.
Robert Smith, assistant professor
in the Division of Math, Science and
Technology in the Farquhar College of
Arts and Sciences, said that the lecture
will be an opportunity for students to
learn directly from a controversial
scientist and be inspired by his work.
Maria
Ballester,
associate
professor in the Division of Math,
Science and Technology in the
Farquhar College, said that Venter’s
discovery relates to the big questions
that humans have been asking since the
dawn of scientific exploration: Why
are we here? Why do we exist? What

May said he hopes that attendees
will network with each other and take
collaborative action against the issues
they feel passionate about.
May said, “Nothing changes
unless a small group of people get out
there and make change.”
		
Allison Brimmer, assistant
professor in the Division of
Humanities at the Farquhar College
of Arts and Sciences and SFDA cochair said college and high school
students, along with community
and business leaders are welcome to
attend the summit.
Brimmer said that students
from all over Florida and City
Council members, among a diverse
variety of people have attended past
Diversity Summits.
Brimmer said that students
should attend the summit because
“the more educated we are, the
stronger we grow.”
		
May said that the only
requirement for attending the Diversity
Summit is to come with an open mind.

“Use this opportunity to learn
from others,” he said.
The event is free for NSU,
Barry, Lynn, FAU, and FIU students
and faculty, as well as members of
sponsoring organizations. Registration
is $30.00 for other attendees, $20.00
for nonprofit vendors and $50.00 for
profit vendors.
In addition, artwork and posters
created by students, which promote
diversity issues, will be displayed at
the summit. The deadline for poster
and artwork submission is 9 a.m. on
Nov. 8. For more information check
out, southfloridadiversityalliance.org/
annual-diversity-summit and click on
“Call for Posters.”
Morrow suggests that attendees
wear business casual attire. To register,
visit
southfloridadiversityalliance.
org anytime before the summit.
Atendees can register the day of the
summit at the Rose and Alfred Miniaci
Performing Arts Center lobby.

their femininity should be because of
such films.
Brodman hopes her lecture will
inspire students to read vampire novels.
She and James Doan, also a professor
in the Division of Humanities, attended
a conference in Scotland in 2006 and
thought it would be fun to explore the
distinction between vampire and Don
Juan. The two also attended a vampire
conference in London in 2011.
Brodman and Doan co-wrote
“The Universal Vampire: Origins and
Evolution of a Legend” about the
history of the vampire legend, and the
recently published sequel, “Images of
the Modern Vampire: The Hip and the
Atavistic” about how the perception of
vampires has changed over time.
Doan, who teaches courses
like folklore and mythology and will
be teaching a course on vampires
next semester, has been intrigued by
vampires since he was a teenager when
he watched “Dark Shadows” on TV
and films like “Dracula.”
He said, when he came to NSU
in the early 1990s, he was thinking
about new courses to offer, and “came

up with the idea of a course on the
vampire; no one else was doing that at
the time.”
Doan’s interest is in the
mythological foundations of vampires
and echoes Brodman’s sentiment on
the overly romanticized vampire,
which he calls “vampire light.”
Lora Kuehn, senior psychology
major, came to the lecture because of
her newfound interest for vampires.
Kuehn said, “It was really
insightful how [Brodman] connected
the paradigm shifts of history with the
changes of the vampire image.”
Brodman teaches courses Latin
American, Caribbean Studies and
International Studies courses, but
thinks the topic of vampires is a
“wonderful myth” — even if she
doesn’t believe in them.
The next lecture series, “Personal
Genomics: Good, Evil, or Both?” by
associate professor and director in
the Division of Math, Science, and
Technology, Emily Schmitt, will be
held Nov. 14 at noon in the Cotilla
Gallery in the Alvin Sherman Library.

is life? She said Venter’s successful
creation of synthetic life is just another
answer to these questions.
“Every step we have taken
forward in our understanding of nature
has brought us closer to the answers,”
Ballester said.
Venter’s
project
cost
approximately $40 million, all
privately funded, and according to
Venter, it signifies a new era in which
life can be created in labs to benefit
humanity. Many of his other scientific
achievements are discussed in his
2007 biography “A Life Decoded: My
Genome: My Life,” which students
in the Honors Program’s eight-week
reading seminars are currently reading
and discussing in their classes. Students
are focusing on the aspects of good
and evil in Venter’s break-through
accomplishment of sequencing the
complete human genome in 2001.
A select group of these students
will also participate in a small student
seminar on Nov. 13 at 4 p.m. in the
Alvin Sherman Library, where they
will have the opportunity to speak to
Venter and ask him questions.

Sara Rodriguez, sophomore
psychology major, is taking the
seminar class with Ballester, and is
looking forward to asking Venter about
some of the topics she has learned
about in class.
“I’d ask him how knowing the
sequenced of his own genome has
changed his life,” said Rodriguez.
“I want to know if he’s changed his
behavior to compensate for whatever
his genome contains.”
“This is an incredible opportunity
for students and faculty to meet the
scientist behind this remarkable
achievement,” said Ballester.
Tickets are now available to
NSU students, faculty and staff. On
Nov. 11, tickets will become available
to the general public. Tickets can be
picked up in the Office of the Dean
on the second floor of the MailmanHollywood Building. A SharkCard
is required to obtain tickets for NSU
students, faculty and staff members,
with a maximum of two tickets
person. For more information, call
954-262-8236.
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Faculty Symposium Lecture
Kathy Cerminara, professor
of law, and Stephen Grant,
associate professor of pharmacy
and osteopathic medicine, will
speak at the Faculty Symposium
“Welcome to the Post-Genomic
Era: Personalized Medicine
and Patients’ Rights,” Nov. 7 in
the Faculty Shark Club in the
Rosenthal Student Center from
4:30 to 6 p.m. RSVP by emailing
specialevents@nova.edu
or
calling 954-262-2105.
Faculty
Lecture
Series
continues
Emily
Schmitt,
assistant
professor and associate director
of the College of Arts and
Sciences’ Division of Math,
Science and Technology, will
present “Personal Genomics:
Good, Evil, or Both?” from noon
to 1 p.m. in the Cotilla Gallery
in the Alvin Sherman Library on
Nov. 14. The talk is the fourth
presentation in the college’s
Faculty Lecture Series. Schmitt
will discuss the good and evil
of personal genomic testing.
For more information, contact
Professor James Doan at 954262-8207 or doan@nova.edu.
Law professor to give lecture
The Graduate School of
Humanities and Social Sciences’
Student Government Association
will host a lecture by Siegfried
Wiessner, professor of law at
St. Thomas University, titled
“A Practical Interdisciplinary
Framework to Solving Problems
in Society” on Nov. 7 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Don Taft University Center
Arena Clubroom on the second
floor. A reception will precede
the lecture from 5:30 to 6:15 p.m.
For more information, email the
school’s SGA President Sharon
McIntyre at sm1644@nova.edu.
Student
magazine
now
accepting submissions
Digressions, the student-run
literary magazine sponsored by
the Farquhar College of Arts and
Sciences’ Division of Humanities
is accepting submissions for its
2014 issue, including original
short fiction, poetry, art and
photography by undergraduate
students. Work must be submitted
to digressions@nova.edu by Nov.
22. For more information and
to view submission guidelines,
visit fcas.nova.edu/arts/student_
publications/digressions.
Opening of latest Exhibition
Series
Gallery 217, located in the
Performing and Visual Arts
Wing of the Don Taft University
Center, will host an opening
reception for its latest exhibition
“Daredevils Under Pressure” on
Nov. 7 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. The
exhibit is a collection from 11
individuals under the tutelage
of renowned book artist Jessica
Spring featuring non-traditional
type composition in lead, wood
and ornaments. For a list of all
upcoming performing and visual
arts events, visit www.fcas.nova.
edu/arts.
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Faculty Spotlight:
Hui Fang Huang “Angie” Su
By: Saily Regueiro
Staying busy is not a problem
for Hui Fang Huang “Angie” Su.
Creating
projects,
conducting
research, and collaborating with
schools across the nation to advance
the study of mathematics has become
a vital part of her life.
Growing up, math was just
something Su did for fun.
“Math always came very easily
for me. I remember when I was in
school, I was the odd child doing
different, more challenging work
because I already knew how to do
the problems the rest of the class was
assigned,” said Su.
Originally from Taiwan, Su
moved to Queens, N.Y. at a young
age. It was while in elementary
school that she realized she wanted
to become a teacher.
“I admired my teachers and said
that I wanted to do what they did
when I grew up so I pursued that,”
said Su.
Su received her bachelor’s
degree in elementary education from
Brooklyn College, which, at the time,
was ranked among the country’s top

10 education programs.
After getting married, Su and
her husband moved to Texas, where
she attended Texas A&M University
and received a master’s degrees in
curriculum instruction and computer
science and industrial engineering.
In 1981, Su and her family
moved to Florida where she received
her doctoral degree in education
from NSU’s Abraham S. Fischler
School of Education and got her
first teaching job as a high school
computer teacher where she found
new ways to integrate math into her
curriculum to help improve the way
her students learned.
“Whatever I was doing in terms
of mathematics really helped the
students and test scores were up,”
said Su.
Because of the improvement
that her student had shown with her
teaching method, the Palm Beach
County school district asked for her
to help improve the test scores of the
entire county.
At that time, she was also an
adjunct professor at the Fischler
School, and by 2001, Su had
become a full-time math education

professor and program director in
mathematics education.
Besides teaching her students
how fun math can be, Su has also
been working on the program Project
M.I.N.D. which stands for “Math
is not difficult.” She created the
program while completing her thesis
on mathematics research.
“The philosophy of the project
is to help student learn strategies to
make very difficult concepts easy,”
said Su.
Since Project M.I.N.D started,
it has been implemented in schools
all around the country, including
California, Arizona, Texas, Ohio,
Georgia, Florida and more.
Su is also the president of
the Florida Distance Learning
Association and president of
Florida’s Association of Mathematic
Teacher Educators.
She also works with Ohio
State University’s medical school
on researching ways for students to
learn nutrition through mathematics.
Su hopes to collaborate with
other NSU professors who conduct
similiar research. She hopes that
this collaboration will improve the
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Hui Fang Huang “Angie” Su is a professor in the Fischler School of Education.

educational system and advance
NSU’s reputation.
“NSU is so progressive. This is
why I am here and continue to work
here, because I love what I do and
the people I work with,” said, Su.
For students who are interested
in a career in mathematics, Su said

that there are so many things to do
within the field.
“You have to enjoy what you
do, and with math, everything
comes together. It is so logical and
encompasses all aspects of life,”
said Su.

Get by with a little help from
Henderson Student Counseling
By: Megan Mortman
Henderson Student Counseling
is a counseling center that gives
part-time and full-time NSU
students the chance to talk to a
licensed professional about any
difficulties they might be working
through in their lives. Students can
attend 10 free sessions a year from
the date they started attending their
first session.
Debra Goldman, director of
Henderson Student Counseling, said
that student counseling services are
available because going to college,
whether it be for an undergraduate
degree or a graduate degree, is not
only exciting, but it’s transformative.
“When people are in transition
in their life, there’s stress they come
across that they may never have
experienced before,” she said.

Henderson Student Counseling
is non-diagnostic, meaning that the
counselors don’t diagnose students
— they’re simply there to listen.
Goldman said many students are
fearful to go to sessions, assuming
their permanent record will state that
they have a disorder. But that’s not
the case. All services are completely
confidential and unless students give
permission to share their information,
it will remain so.
There are two psychologists
and two licensed mental health
counselors on staff.
Anthony Naguiat, one of the
licensed mental health counselors,
said that stress can affect students’
academic progress or lead to
academic struggles.
“Sometimes, people who are
having troubles or struggles in school,
they’ll carry those feelings home or
take them into their relationships and

those troubles at school could affect
interpersonal relationships, how they
perform at work,” he said.
Henderson offers individual
counseling, along with couples
counseling for romantic partners,
roommates or friends. The office
also offers family counseling, as
long as the children are at least 12
years old.
They also offer psychiatric
services, seperate from student
counseling, with a full-time
psychiatrist, who can diagnose
patients and prescribe medication.
Though there is a charge for
appointments with a psychiatrist, it is
covered by NSU’s insurance and the
center takes several other insurances.
Naguiat said many students
come in when they’re stressed or
worried about events in their lives.
He said Henderson’s goal is to let
students know that they’re heard.

“We’re hearing them where
they’re at, so that they feel like
they’re being understood — first and
foremost,” Naguiat said.
Goldman said many students
are overwhelmed by personal and
professional decisions they have
to make.
“Sometimes, it’s literally one
conversation that helps someone
put things in perspective because
they just can’t see the end result,”
she said.
If students are having a bad
day or adjusting to the transition
from high school to undergraduate
studies or undergraduate studies
to graduate studies, Naguiat
encourages them to think very
positively and look for things that
are going well in their lives.
“[A]t times, we tend to look
at more of everything that’s going
wrong, and sometimes if we think of

things that are going right, positive
people we have in our lives, for
example, or things that have gone
well recently, it can make people feel
less overwhelmed,” he said.
Goldman said attending school
is stressful and life can be stressful
so students should use the service,
as Henderson’s only goal is to help
students maximize their academic
and personal and professional life.
Students can call 954-4246911 to make an appointment. That
number also serves as a 24/7 crisis
hotline. Students attending regional
campuses who can’t commute to
Henderson will be referred to a
private counselor in their area.
Henderson Student Counseling
is located east of the NSU bookstore at
University Park Plaza on University
Drive. For more information, visit
hendersonbehavioralhealth.org/
studentcounseling/index3.html
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a survivor

By: Clovis Nelson
Clovis Nelson is a fifth-year
doctoral student studying educational
leadership
and
organizational
leadership in the Abraham S. Fischler
School of Education. Outside of class,
Nelson is a sculptor and volunteers
with the city of Pompano Beach as
a member of its Cultural Arts and
Education Advisory committees.
He also periodically sings
in reggae stage shows throughout
South Florida. Clovis’ story is one
of endurance and perseverance,
overcoming many obstacles, including
socioeconomic
restraints,
poor
parental structure, prejudice and
sabotage. He hopes that, through his
story, readers see the importance of
holding their heads up high through
tough times in their lives.
I was born in St. Andrew, Jamaica
on Jan. 4, the sixth child of 18 children.
My father was a building contractor
who garnered lots of admiration
from the community, not just for his
building skills but also, according to
trusted family oral tradition, for being
a great-grandson of the famed British
Admiral and national hero of England,
Lord Horatio Nelson. My mother, who
was a Maroon — people of African
descent who independently made their
way to the Caribbean Islands during or
before the 17th century, abandoned me
when I was three months old.
I had a rough childhood, as
my stepmother subjected me to
heavy labor and physical abuse. The
treatment was painful, but educational
and I consider that experience to be

the primary driving force behind my
determination to succeed. I was a child
who had to make adult decisions to
protect myself. The instinctive lessons
of survival became common practice
for my siblings and me.
From as early as I can remember,
my stepmother demanded I perform
a variety of daily labor on the farm
early every morning — including
hauling gallons of water on my head
in huge buckets for miles. School
was overshadowed by the agony
of additional physical labor on the
construction sites where my father
worked, which often stole valuable
school days away.
I was an aware and inquisitive
child disciplined by the fear of
uncertainty and physical and emotional
battering. I found comfort in a little
corner where endless imagination
and dreams for better days served as
soothing pastimes.
I took pleasure in understanding
the intricacies of the natural sciences,
the way things work and why. I would
disassemble and reassemble old clocks
as a way of testing my attention to
details. I also drew animals and objects
and made toys and models of animals
from clay from the backyard.
I held on vigorously to these
discovered talents and creative
thinking abilities and the visual arts,
which brought about meaningful
relaxation and made me forget the
beatings, while opening a giving vent
of a self-made alternative and a sense
of true purpose, which ultimately
shaped the nucleus of what was to
become my sole objective.

My family was poor and, as a
boy who only made it through high
school on raw determination, I did not
think college was an option for me. At
17, I ran away from the family home
— away from the abuse and adverse
conditions. I passed the entrance
exams to attend art college, where I
graduated with two bachelor’s degrees
in fine art sculpture and art education,
with honors. I later taught at several
prominent high schools in Jamaica
before transitioning to a position of
lecturer at my alma mater, the Edna
Manley College.
I held art exhibitions in Jamaica
and the United States; and I also
worked on numerous architectural
amenities in prominent locations
throughout the island and was the
sculptor on two national monuments
for Nanny of the Maroons, a
Jamaican hero, and Michael Manley,
a Jamaican prime minister, in 2002.
I am also the first Jamaican artist to
have worked on several feature films
on location in Jamaica as a special
effects artist, including “The Lord of
the Flies,” “Popcorn,” “The Lunatic”
and “Cool Runnings.”
In 2003, I was granted an
assistantship to the University of
Massachusetts Dartmouth, where
I earned a master’s degree in art
education. As an educator from
humble beginnings, I launched myself
wholeheartedly into areas of service
and civic duties, especially where
the need was greatest. My childhood
experiences were more than enough
mental preparation for the task ahead
and I was relentless in my efforts to
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make a difference.
I am the first member of my
family to go to college, and I know
that the lack of good early math
teaching skills is one of the causes
of frustration for some children,
especially those who learn via
nontraditional methods. As a result, I
am currently conducting research for
my dissertation that aims to address
the importance of integrating visual
arts in educational development as
a tool to teach basic concepts of
geometry and prevent delinquency.
Despite a few difficulties in
working with a few individuals as a
student at NSU, I am largely grateful
to be in an atmosphere where my
individuality and ethnicity is not seen
as a sign of inferiority or deficiency.
I am very grateful for the opportunity
to learn and share with fellow students
and great professors who truly care

and who openly respect and appreciate
me. Also, I am grateful that I am not
subjected to an atmosphere that lacks
oneness of purpose, wide scale love,
equal rights and justice. In Jamaica,
we would say “big-up-NSU,” which
means utter respect.
After completing my studies,
I intend to seek political office
wherever I choose to live. My aim
is to dismantle the practice of child
abuse wherever I can and effect
changes in educational structure by
improving the way teaching and
learning happens and giving every
child, regardless of their conditioning
and or situation, the chance at an
education. My motto is a phrase made
popular by reggae superstar, Bob
Marley: “One Love” — the primary
ingredient for ultimate unity, equality
and the source for justice.

So you think you can declare a major?
By: Jodi Tandet
For students who don’t know their
ideal major or even their desired career
path, navigating the complex world of
college may feel like driving a car to
an unspecified location without a map;
it’ll likely leave you stressed about your
present and uneasy about your future.
NSU tries to offer its own map
of sorts, along with advice on suitable
destinations. Several campus resources,
including the Undergraduate Academic
Advising Center and the Office of
Career Development, advise students
on piloting their academic paths —
including courses, internships and
extracurricular experiences — and
selecting the most fitting major and
career field.
In fact, Carmen Sosa, the director
of Academic Advising, said that
students who are unsure about their
path can enjoy the academic journey
just as much as their peers.
“They’re absolutely not at a
disadvantage. It gives them time to
explore,” Sosa said.
Career Advisor Cali Garber is
never surprised when a student comes

to her, confused about his or her
academic or career goals.
“I’ve seen a lot of students who
come in and don’t know what they
want to do,” she said. “Their parents
want them to be a doctor; their parents
want them to be this or that. Or in high
school, they took a class in a certain
area and they liked it but now they don’t
like it at all.”
To clear away outside voices and
clarify the student’s interests, Garber
uses several interactive tools.
First, she has students take a
Tieger assessment, a short version
of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator.
Both assessments categorize people
into four psychological preferences
by which they experience the world:
extroversion or introversion, sensing
or intuition, thinking of feeling, and
judgment or perception. A person’s
natural preference or utilization of
each dichotomy tells them their
personality type out of 16 possible
combinations, which, Garber said, can
offer valuable insight into what sort of
career or academic field a student may
enjoy most.
Garber said, “Tieger will

tell students their strengths, their
weaknesses, what they’re good at,
what they may have a tendency to
not be so good at, what they may find
satisfying in a career and different
careers to choose. It’s another way
to explore and to look at the different
possibilities out there.”
Garber also gives students a
pack of large cards that name concepts
that employees often value in the
workplace, such as friendship, artistic
expression, money, location, well-being
and creativity. She tells students to pick
10 cards, representing what they value
most, before asking them to narrow it
down further to just five.
“I have them explain to me why
they picked their five, why they’re
important to them. Normally, after
doing that, students kind of realize what
they want in a position, what they want
in a career,” Garber said. “After taking
the Tieger test and choosing value
cards, it’s a lot easier to decide what
careers they might be interested in.”
Though students must declare
their major prior to completing 60
credits, Sosa said the requirement is
meant to guide students toward success.

“Keep in mind that one of the
reasons we even have a marker of 60
credits is to allow a student to plan
the course rotations in order to be able
to complete their major in a timely
fashion,” she said. “So that you would
be able to take the prerequisite courses
prior to taking the required courses for
whatever major you select.”
Sosa said many students who
speak with academic advisers have
some idea of the academic field they’d
like to pursue but are trying to decide
between two or three similar majors.
Advisers will try to help those students
by asking questions to clarify what
truly interests him or her about those
academic fields.
For additional insight, advisers
sometimes look into the student’s
academic
history,
including
standardized test scores, high school
transcripts and previous college work.
Often, advisers suggest that students
take certain introductory courses to
get a better feel of an academic field,
especially if those courses count toward
general education requirements.
Garber attributes the confusion
many students feel about choosing their

ideal career path to a positive quality:
passion.
“You can be passionate about
so many things but not know which
direction you want to go into,” she said.
“I think now that there’s so many more
options available in degrees of study,
it’s harder to pick what you actually
want to do.”
But Sosa assures students that,
even if the decision seems confusing
or intimidating, faculty and staff are
willing to be passengers in the journey,
helping students secure their seatbelts
and guiding them along even the
rockiest of roads.
“It’s a process for a student to
make those types of decisions,” Sosa
said. “As long as you reach out to either
to Career Development, Academic
Advising or faculty, any of us will guide
you in the right direction.”
To make an appointment with a
career adviser or to simply learn more
about the office’s services, visit nova.
edu/career or call 954-262-7201. The
Undergraduate Academic Advising
Center can be reached by visiting
nova.edu/ugadvising or calling 954262-7990.
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Athlete of the
week:

Kamryn Blackwood
By: Grant McQueenie
Kamryn Blackwood, senior
criminal justice major, is a hardhitting tennis player. In 2010,
Blackwood arrived at NSU from
her hometown of Farmington, N.M.
Growing up, Blackwood was a
multi-sport athlete, competing in
gymnastics, soccer and basketball.
“Gymnastics was my first love,”
said Blackwood.
She didn’t take up the sport
of tennis, which helped her earn a
scholarship to NSU, until her freshman
year at Farmington High School.
“I started late. I talked to a college
coach who told me, ‘If you want a
scholarship, you need to focus on one,’

so I figured out which one I liked more
and tennis took over,” said Blackwood.
Blackwood has been hard at
work trying to develop her game to
be multi-dimensional. She considers
herself to have both power and finesse
and has been on the courts practicing
to improve both.
“I love my big serve and
volleys, and I work around those
two strengths to win the point at the
net instead of winning baseline to
baseline in rallies. I would rather win
at the net,” said Blackwood.
This has been something she has
been developing for quite some time
now. Training to improve her game is
nothing new for Blackwood; her talent
and skills didn’t appear over night.

“In high school, I trained on my
serve and volley and then I moved into
an all-court player,” said Blackwood.
Playing tennis at NSU means the
world to Blackwood. She credits NSU
for many good things in her life. She
has come a long way, both as a student
and as an athlete. She stays very humble
and is appreciative for what NSU has
been able to do for her.
“I come from a small town in
the middle of nowhere. It was hard for
anyone to see me play. As much as NSU
has invested in me, I’ve invested in it.
It’s everything. It’s my education. It’s
my life. I love it here,” said Blackwood.
I sat down with Blackwood to ask
her a few questions.

On Nov. 9, the NSU women’s basketball
team will start its season at home in the Arena in
the Don Taft University Center against Washburn
University.
The team learned a lot from last year’s
run to the Elite-8 and because of that finish, this
season’s expectations are greater than ever. At
the conclusion of the tournament, NSU finished
ranked 12th in the national polls, the highest the
team has ever reached — until the 2013/2014
preseason where NSU will begin the season
ranked fourth in the USA Today Sports Division
II Preseason Coaches’ Poll. It will take more than
early potential to get the team to where it wants to
go: to play in a national championship.
Richelle Carach, senior marketing major and
forward for the team, said, “We learned what it
takes, the determination you need, the discipline;
it’s definitely a process.”
LeAnn Freeland, entering her third season
as head coach, added, “We learned how good
this program can be and it has a lot of potential.
It’s not easy, so we need to remember what it
took to get there.”
It is going to take a total team effort for
the student-athletes to repeat the success from
a year ago and go beyond the expectations set
out for them. The five returning seniors will
play a major role in leading this team to victory.
The return of Jasmine Wilkins, senior forward,
from a major injury that kept her out all of
last season will be a tremendous boost for the
team. She was an important contributor the two
previous years she played. The other seniors,
Amanda Burakoski, Julia Salmio, Jessica Russi
and Carach, will all look to step up and be
influential voices of the team.
Carach said, “I want to be a leader. I’m a
positive influence and I lead by example, but I do
need to be more vocal.”
Freeland is also looking for her seniors to
step up into new roles, something they may not
necessarily be comfortable with at the start.
“We challenged Russi to take more shots.
She’s always been more of a distributor, but we
need the returners to provide that production in all
avenues of the game.” said Freeland.
The biggest name on the team is junior
guard Danielle Robinson. Selected as a preseason
honorable mention All-American, she has her

I think that’s unique because no one
else does that.
Who is your favorite tennis player?
Samantha Stosur.
What pro would you like to play a
match against? And would you give
yourself a chance to win?
Serena [Williams] because she’s
nuts. I’d be scared of her but I want to
hear what she would say. Anyone can
be beaten. I’d give myself a chance but
it might be quick.

What has been your most memorable
moment playing tennis?
Senior year in high school, I went
67-0 in doubles and won team states the
same year. It was a good way to go out.

Of the four professional major
events: Australian Open, French
Open, Wimbledon, US Open, which
would you like to compete in?
Definitely not the French. I played
on clay twice and bit it both times. I
never played on grass, so I would have
to say the U.S. Open. Have the home
crowd.

Do you have any rituals before
matches?
I have to do my handshakes with
my girls. And I always wear sunglasses.

What is something not everyone
might know about you?
I have six dogs at home. One is a
yellow lab named Stud.

Women’s basketball
team ready to slam
the competition
By: Grant McQueenie
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own expectations to live up to. At the conclusion
of last season, Robinson was named SSC CoDefensive player and ranked at the top of all major
categories for her team. She set career highs in
points (28), rebounds (14), steals (7) and assists
(6) during games last season. She was the second
leading scorer for NSU but with the leading scorer
gone this year, Robinson will look to be the main
offensive threat.
Freeland said, “Danielle is by far the most
competitive player on the team. She provides that
grit, determination and focus we need, and to have
her on the team is priceless. We expect big things
from her.”
There are still some aspects of the game
that both the head coach and players agree need
to be worked on to improve the team this year.
Offense isn’t the problem for this team though; the
concerns lie with the rebounding efforts and the
total team defense.
“We want to improve our rebounding and
overall defense. Defensive efforts could have
been more consistent. We are looking to make
adjustments to be a stronger unit every game,”
said Freeland.
The players are taking responsibility for
what they need to get better at individually.
Carach said, “I see myself as a rebounder,
but I know I need to improve on that even more.”
The early and high hopes are nothing for the
NSU Women’s Basketball team to be too worried
about. It’s going to be a long season but there is
always a silver lining to those expectations. They
would like to get off to a fast start but know it isn’t
pivotal to their overall success.
Carach said, “We need to start the season
composed and strong. It’s a big thing to be the
hunted instead of hunting,”
The team won’t let the weight of the high
expectations become too unbearable.
Freeland said, “Our goal is to get better
everyday. The most pressure we put on
ourselves. I don’t think the preseason ranking
adds any pressure.”
With the talent of this year’s team and the
support of the NSU community, there is no telling
where the Sharks can finish their season.
“Our goal every year will be a national
championship, but if we don’t achieve that I won’t
see it as a disappointment,” said Freeland.

COURTESY OF E. CANAL

Tennis player Kamryn Blackwood started the sport
late but considers it a vital part of her life.

What is your favorite movie?
I like psychological thrillers. Let’s
go with “Vantage Point.”
Who is your favorite athlete?
Shawn Johnson. I know she’s
retired but I love her as a person.

ON THE BENCH
Commentary by:
Grant McQueenie
No team in professional sports embodies its
city quite like the Boston Red Sox.
The players are hard-working, gritty bluecollar types that are the life blood of the city
that keeps it going. Both the team and city have
seen their fair share of heartbreaks over the past
century. And after the April 15 tragic bombings
near the Boston Marathon finish line, the strength
of Boston needed to be evident more than ever.
“Boston Strong” has been the motto for the team
and city the entire season.
The city and its beloved baseball team
have a unique relationship; each relies on
the other to get through the tough times. It is
amazing to see how fast that winning a game
can help cure a city of what ails it and allow its
residents to forget about the horrible incidents
that have occurred, if only for a moment. It
took 95 years for the Red Sox to clinch a World
Series victory in Boston but it only took one
year for the Red Sox to go from worst to first,
and what a perfect year to do it.
For a long time the Red Sox were subjected
to the infamous “Curse of the Bambino,” after
winning the 1918 World Series in Boston, the last
time the World Series was clinched in that city.
The Red Sox sold arguably the greatest baseball
player of all time George Herman “Babe” Ruth
in 1919, beginning the curse that would haunt the
team and city for the better part of a century.
The Boston faithful were some of the most
heartbroken fans in baseball. Year after year, one
incident after another, something always seemed
to hold back the Red Sox from reaching its
ultimate goal of being world champions again.
1978 was the first of the iconic moments
that plagued Red Sox nation. The Red Sox
played rivals the New York Yankees in a onegame playoff, which they lost thanks to an
improbable home run by Bucky “Bleeping”
Dent, as he’s known in Boston.
1986 saw the next debacle. The Red Sox
were only an out away from winning the World
Series against the New York Mets when, in the
ninth inning ,“Mookie” Wilson of the Mets hit a
ground ball down the first-base line that found its
way through the legs of Red Sox first baseman
Bill Buckner.
But it doesn’t end there. 2003 was the final
time that the Red Sox would have to go a year
without achieving the success that had slipped
through the players’ fingers so many times
before. But it wasn’t without another major
downer. Once again playing their rival Yankees,
third baseman for the Yankees Aaron Boone hit
a game-winning walk-off home run in the 11th

inning off knuckle-baller Tim Wakefield to send
the Yankees to the World Series.
For 86 years, fans of the Red Sox had to
wait to see a World Series title be brought back to
their beloved “Beantown.” Some fans had gone
their entire lives without getting to see their team
win it all. Others got to see the curse broken and
have the huge weight of the curse removed from
their shoulders.
The question, “Will I ever get to see this in
my lifetime?” was put to rest in 2004 when Red
Sox won the World Series — in St. Louis. No
matter. The Red Sox would win it all again in
2007, but this time in Colorado. It might have
been asking too much for the team to actually
win it at home but the fans were content just to
finally have the championship that generations
had longed for.
The wait in Boston to see a championship
win in that city has come to end. The thanks has
to go first to Designated Hitter David Ortiz, who
was the recipient of the 2013 World Series MVP
award, and he was well deserving of it. After a
great series that saw Ortiz hit two home runs
and have a batting average of .688, the second
highest batting average in World Series history,
minimum of 10 at bats. Ortiz is the Red Sox. He
epitomizes everything that the team stands for at
its core and he is the only player still around from
the curse-breaking Red Sox team of 2004.
After finishing last season in last place in
the American League East, which resulted in
the firing of manager Bobby Valentine, things
were not looking hopeful. The Red Sox decided
to hire former pitching coach John Farrell to the
head coaching position, which was thought to
be a great move for the team. The front office
probably didn’t think they would see a return
on their investment so quickly, but in his first
season, Farrell led the Red Sox to their eighth
World Series title. He is the fourth coach in the
team’s history to win the championship in his
first coaching year.
A little over six months has passed since the
tragedy that occurred on Patriot’s Day, the third
Monday in April. The memory of that day has
started to fade in the minds of Boston residents to
be replaced with the joyous moment of clinching
a World Series at home on Oct. 30.
In a time when any sort of positives can
help the city forget what they have been through,
it was only fitting that the team that represents
the city of Boston best won the World Series to
become the best team in the world. There is no
city quite like Boston and no city that deserves
this more. Boston Strong.
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Be in the know about
these underrated shows
By: Megan Mortman

TV shows are there for you when you’re unwinding after a long day and looking forward to going home and curling up on the couch. We are rapt by an unfolding story as we gradually get to know the layers of relatable
characters. Check out three of my favorite dramas, if you haven’t already, that are overlooked and underpraised, but are the core of what great shows are all about.

COURTESY OF TVGUIDE.COM

COURTESY OF ABC.COM

COURTESY OF TELEVISIONARYBLOG.COM

“Chicago Fire”, an intense action-packed show, captures the grit of fighting
fires and the bonds formed and broken.

“Nashville”, an entertaining drama, gives fans a taste of the cutthroat
country music industry.

“Parenthood”, a family show, embodies the hardships and highlights of
living life and raising a family.

“Chicago Fire”
What it’s about: Currently in its second season, “Chicago
Fire” follows the lives of Firehouse 51 firefighters and
paramedics and the challenges they face balancing their
professional and personal lives.

“Nashville”
What it’s about: Set in the home of country music,
the show centers on two country stars. One character
has to juggle life as a legendary country superstar,
while taking care of a family, and another is younger
eager starlet who will do whatever it takes to make it
to the top. Both characters experience the perks and
pitfalls of life in the spotlight.

“Parenthood”
What it’s about: In its fifth season, “Parenthood” continues
to shine as the relatable Braverman family captures
viewers’ hearts. The show highlights the importance of
family and being there for one another through triumphs
and challenges.

Why you should watch it: In addition to an attractive cast,
the show captures the personalities of everyone at Firehouse
51 and the relationships that are created and torn apart. They
face the pressure to do their stressful jobs, while not bringing
home emotional baggage.
Cast includes: Jesse Spencer, Taylor Kinney, Monica
Raymund, Lauren German, Charlie Barnett, Eamonn Walker,
Yuri Sardarov, David Eigenberg, Randy Flagler, Joe Minoso,
and Christian Stolte
Check this show out if you’re a fan of: “Blue Bloods” or
“Rescue Me”

Why you should watch it: This show is filled with love
triangles, secrets and country music. Season two has
already involved corruption, car accidents and conniving
individuals who must deal with the consequences for their
actions.
Cast includes: Connie Britton, Hayden Panettiere, Charles
Esten, Clare Bowen
Check this show out if you’re a fan of: “Scandal” or
“Revenge”

When it airs: Tuesdays at 10 p.m. on NBC

Why you should watch it: This show has something for
everyone as it intertwines sibling relationships, husband
and wife relationships and parents and children relationship.
With an outstanding cast, this show gives viewers a chance
to experience not only the Bravermans’ challenges but also
what every family goes through.
Cast includes: Lauren Graham, Peter Krause, Monica
Potter, Dax Shepard, Erika Christensen, Sam Jaeger,
Mae Whitman, Craig T. Nelson, Max Burkholder, and
Bonnie Bedelia
Check this show out if you’re a fan of: “Friday Night
Lights” or “Brothers and Sisters”

When it airs: Wednesdays at 10 p.m. on ABC

Dancing
with the sharks

By: Amirah Hill

NSU’s Farquhar College of Arts
and Sciences’ Division of Performing
and Visual Arts will kick off their fifth
annual Performance Stories with Dance
Works Nov. 8 and 9 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Performance Theatre of the Don Taft
University Center.
Faculty and students, including
members of the NSU Dance Ensemble,
will perform a variety of dance styles,
from Afro-fusion to modern.
The show will feature pieces
choreographed by Elana Lanczi,
associate professor in the Division of
Performing and Visual Arts; Chetachi
Egwu, assistant professor in the
Division of Humanities; and Augusto
Soledade, associate professor in the
Division of Performing and Visual Arts.
Soledade will also perform in
the show with dancers from Brazz
Dance Theatre in Miami, where he
is the founding artistic director and
resident choreographer.

Lanczi said Dance Works
represents some of the diversity
and artistic excellence that’s
happening around NSU and in the
local community.
Dance major and winner of last
year’s Black Box Award for Best
Student Choreography — an award
granted to students nominated by
PVA faculty — Camille Arroyo, will
present a new quartet. The show will
also feature a contemporary work,
Inspektor, by Pioneer Winter, a guest
choreographer from Miami.
Lanczi, who has worked with
Dance Works since its first year,
choreographed two pieces for this
production. She will debut her
choreographed solo that she has
been working on for several years,
as well as have her students perform,
Storyteller, which seeks to tell the
personal stories of seven different
dancers through movement.
Lanczi said, “I wanted to have
the dancers tell their own stories rather

than having something put on them.
For them to be able to say, ‘This is
what I want to say and this is how I
want to say it.’”
Egwu, who takes master dance
classes at the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater, a dance company in
New York, will perform two new
works. Her first work will be in honor
of the 50th anniversary of the March
on Washington for Jobs and Equality.
Her second piece, featuring five
people, is a lighthearted piece about
love and friendship.
Egwu said her work was inspired
by the music of American jazz singer,
Gregory Porter. She seeks to use her
art form as an extension of the ongoing
conversation of race and class.
“The country has come so far in
terms of civil rights, yet ,there are still
stories like that of Trayvon Martin in
the news today, and we cannot forget
to keep the issue of civil rights at the
forefront of our minds,” she said.
She said that she wants the

When it airs: airs Thursdays at 10 p.m. on ABC

audience to leave the auditorium
knowing that the arts are just as
important as any other major at NSU.
“They’re where we get the ability
to think cognitively and solve everyday
problems,” said Egwu.
Egwu choreographed most of
the pieces for NSU’s first dance show,
Groove, before there was a dance
major. Now, she contributes a new
piece to Dance Works every year and

looks forward to performing.
Lanczi said, “I hope that audience
members will be inspired, that it will stir
their imagination, and that they will find
a new appreciation for dance as well as
to see all the great work that the dancers
at NSU are doing.”
The event is free for all NSU
students, faculty and staff. For more
information call the box office at 954262-8179.
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The

Professor’s

Chair

By Andrew Meyer aka The
Professor,
RadioX Local Show disc jockey
The Professor’s Chair features
interviews with local musicians. This
week Steve Ross Voronko, the guitarist
and lead singer from Bushwood, a
local reggae band, sits down in the
Professor’s Chair. The interview will
air on RadioX’s Local Show between
6-9pm Thursday, and on SUTV online.
I’m here with Steve from Bushwood.
Steve, where are you from, man?
Originally, I’m from Voorhees,
N.J., but now I live in Deerfield Beach.
How would you classify your band,
as a reggae band, a jam band?
You’ve got the great horn section, so
some people might want to call you
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Bushwood started, we all kind of started
as jam band, and eventually it evolved
into more like reggae-funk. We started
intertwining it with little Chili Peppersflair in there and just, you know, try to
make our own style.

ska, but how do you see yourself?
I like to think of it as a mix
between, like, reggae-funk-rock.
Something like that.

Awesome. So who or what does
Bushwood sound like?
That’s a good question because
I’ve thought about that. If I had to
compare us to anybody, I guess it would
be like more the newer reggae bands
like Rebelution or Slightly Stoopid.
Maybe a little Earth, Wind and Fire a
little bit of funk in there.

Who are some of your biggest
inﬂuences, and how did you get into
reggae-funk-rock?
In high school, man, all my
buddies were playing Bob Marley. I’d
cruise up to the high school blaring
Bob Marley in the parking lot —
everyone’s chillin’. Definitely started
listening to Bob Marley at a young age.
My mom raised me on classic rock —
Led Zeppelin, stuff like that. Started
getting a little more into reggae music
in college, when I was about 22. When

That’s a good comparison. I love
Slightly Stoopid. I think that’s on
point for what you all do. Your music
is really uplifting, so I wanted to ask,
what motivates you to perform?
There’s nothing like playing in
front of a big crowd, man. We played
a show in Pompano Beach a couple
weeks ago, right on A1A and Atlantic
Boulevard. There’s, like, a thousand
people there, and just the feeling of
playing in front of a huge crowd — and
everyone’s vibing to you — there’s

See, save, shop
By: Megan Mortman
As the season of hot chocolate and family dinners approaches, there is something that lingers
over everyone’s head: buying gifts for yout mother, sister, uncle, great-grandfather, best friend’s
cousin’s fiancé and everyone in between. Here are some free apps to save you time and money for
the holiday season so you won’t break the bank.

Zoomingo
This app shows local deals when you provide your ZIP
code or enable your location on your smartphone. You can
customize it further by picking your favorite stores, such as
JCPenney or Target, along with your favorite categories,
such as electronics, beauty ot clothing. A cool feature of
Zoomingo is getting a sale alert when the price of a product
drops. You can even earn ZPoints by posting a picture of the
deal and the store location and sharing it with friends, and by
rating deals. Use the points toward prizes and gift cards for
local retailers.

nothing on this earth that is like that
feeling, and I try to get that every time.
What inspires you? Where do your
lyrics come from inside yourself?
Where do you get that inspiration?
A lot of times it’s love, and I’m at
a point in my life where I’m very happy
where I am and the lyrics kind of come
out naturally, just from my experiences.
Besides that, I would have to say being
on the ocean, like on the boat fishing.
There’s something about when I’m on
the boat, it’s like you have such a crazy
peace of mind, that there’s nothing else
in the world that matters except peace
and quiet. That’s where I get most of my
inspiration from.
Your single is called “Tidal Wave.”
It’s got a great music video. Where
did you guys shoot that?
I think the one you’re talking about
was at Arts Park in Hollywood for our
CD release show. We had a really good
turnout. There was probably 1,000 or
so people, and we sold some CDs, and
got some new fans that night, and we’re
continuing to make them today.

You have another song called “I
Don’t Want My MTV.” Now what’s
that about?
That is a crazy song that we
made about pretty much bringing the
music back, and how we feel that the
music business is going into the wrong
direction. It should be focused on the
music, and how good the band is, and
not just what you look like. We were
just having this conversation — me and
my roommate and bass player Adam
— and we were saying, “Why are there
so many TV shows, “American Idol,”
stuff like that, but there’s no show called
America’s Best Band? So our whole
goal is to bring music back to when it
made a difference.
To find out more about
Bushwood, check out bushwoodband.
com, reverbnation.com/bushwood and
facebook.com/BushwoodBand.
Tune in to RadioX, 6 p.m. to
midnight, on 88.5 FM in the tri-county
area. Or, catch it live online 24/7 at
nova.edu/radiox/listen.html or through
the TuneIn Radio app, available for
iPhone, Android and Blackberry

Be all you can be!
Strengthen your library research skills:

LIBRARY
Research Workshops
November 12-14 Noon-1pm or 5pm-6pm

Nov 12 – Base Operations:
COURTESY OF M. MORTMAN

Shopular
Shopular lets you choose your favorite stores and if you
enable your location while shopping, it will tell you the best deals
happening in the mall or shopping center. A great feature is that
the app uses cell towers and Wi-Fi signals to find your location
rather than GPS, saving your phone’s battery life. You can save
your coupons by creating an account or connecting through
Facebook. You can also view coupons that expire soon, weekly
ads for your favorite stores and picks from the app’s developers.
These apps should make your shopping experience less daunting
and relieve the stress of holiday shopping. Since most retailers
accept coupons from your smartphone, there’s no need to print or
cut out easily-lost coupons. What are you waiting for? On your
mark, get set, shop.

Learn to effectively use the library’s
website, library guides, and Ask A
Librarian.

Nov 13 – Standing Orders:
Learn how to ethically use and
cite information in your
research.

Nov 14 – Research Reconnaissance:
Learn to search for books, e-books, and
journal articles in NovaCat and the
databases.

COURTESY OF M. MORTMAN

Alvin Sherman Library
Lab B
or Online (Blackboard
Collaborate)

RetailMeNot
Put in your location to find the best local deals in this
shopping app. Customize what stores you want offers from
or type in the name of a store to see what in-store and online
promotions are available. When you open the app, it will list
the hottest deals for the day, so that you are always in the loop.
Search by category and see what’s nearby and what’s trending
and share the coupons with friends.

Enlis
t To
day!

More information: nova.campusguides.com/bootcamp

COURTESY OF M. MORTMAN

A joint-use facility between Nova Southeastern University and
the Broward County Board of County Commissioners
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Let’s go to the
thrift store to buy
some wisdom

By: Faren Rajkumar
It’s easy to explain the
millennial generation’s obsession
with vintage stuff. These days, store
shelves are filled with tin lunchboxes,
“grandma-style” jewelry and feather
quills, all brand new items made
to look old. Everywhere I go,
stereotypical hipsters are walking
around in patterned Dr. Martens with
glass bottles of Coca-Cola and huge,
retro sunglasses in tow, pausing in
their steps to skip to the next Beatles
song on their iPod or readjust the
straps on their “distressed brown
leather” Fossil bag.
I’m definitely guilty of
perpetrating the trend; I can never
have too many old leather belts
and faded Golden Age DC comic
books, and some of my favorite
songs and movies came out before
my parents were even born. But
here’s the simple secret behind
my, and everyone else’s, vintage
obsession: “old” is synonymous
with “wise.” In associating ourselves
with fashion and fads of the past, we
are subconsciously speeding up the
process of accumulating wisdom
and life experience. But we have to
remember that the process isn’t a

middle man that can just be cut out
— it takes time.
It’s usually expected that a
person who still listens to records
of a long-forgotten indie band is
someone who was a young groupie
during that band’s height of fame.
We would expect them to have such
interesting stories to tell about their
first, wild concert or the time they
chased the lead singer’s limousine
for an autograph. But instead, we
find that 20-something-year-olds
who can barely remember what they
had for breakfast are buying Rolling
Stones records from thrift stores
and are fluffing their image with
things that they never experienced
or truly understand. I’m not sure
how it happened, but we hipsters are
regarding each other with reverence
that should be given to members of
older generations who actually lived
through the exciting decades behind
us and have truly fascinating stories
to tell.
When someone asks an
80-year-old grandmother about
the meaning behind her faded
gold locket, she’ll probably get
carried away with a wistful story
about her late husband who sent
it to her while he was stationed

abroad during the war. Ask a
hipster the same question, and
you’ll get a 30-minute spiel about
how annoying it was to bargain
with their old neighbor during
her weekend yard sale. There’s no
deep emotional connection there,
just a unique addition to his or her
outer image.
I’m reminded of one of 2012’s
most popular songs, “Thrift Store”
by Macklemore and Ryan Lewis.
With refined hip-hop inclination, the
rapper says “I wear your granddad’s
clothes/I look incredible.” I won’t
argue with him there; few people can
rock fur and a fedora as well as he
can. But he says it all in that one line:
the theoretical clothes he’s speaking
of belonged to someone’s theoretical
grandfather — a man who might
have lived through a lot more than
Macklemore and would have sole
rights to the impressive image that
his coat or hat are now giving some
young millennial.
I recently reconsidered the
many vintage accessories that I love
to flaunt, and I’ve found that most of
them are definitely associated with
stories and memories that I now call
my own, but I probably have no right
to. My favorite Polaroid camera was

My first-year
experience
By: Brianna Erkman
In response to the Oct. 31’s
Undergraduate Retention Launch
Meeting (see page 1), The Current
asked Brianna Erkman, senior
communication studies major, to
tell us about her experience as an
undergraduate Shark, along with
her opinion on changes she’s seen
throughout the years.
Those of us who are graduating
will certainly remember our freshman
year because it was the first time that
many of us were on our own, free to run
our lives independent from our parents’
watchful eyes. It was start of what we
were told would be the best years of our
lives. As a freshman, it does not matter
whether you attend a large or small
university because everything is new
and exciting with the hopeful promise
of a great future just around the corner.
I will admit that I was absolutely
terrified to attend college, just as I am
sure many incoming freshmen were.
Attending orientation helped calm my
nerves. When I went to orientation,
incoming freshmen would pack their
bags and spend the weekend away
at NSU the summer before the fall
semester started. It was a preview of
life on campus before the beginning of

COURTESY OF B. ERKMAN

Attending freshman orientation is the key to a memorable college experience.

our first year. Student were organized
into groups by major, which was a
smart idea because it gave the incoming
students the opportunity those on a
similar path. Instant friendships were
formed and, in my case, that included
finding a roommate. I was so grateful
that I had the chance to go to orientation,
as I met many great people who I still
call friends today. After attending
orientation in July, I counted down the
days to the beginning of the semester.

When move-in day finally arrived,
it was an unbelievable experience.
Arriving at Leo Goodwin dorm
with upbeat music playing loudly in
front of the dorm gave me a feeling
of excitement as I realized that this
campus was going to be my home for
the next four years. I remember looking
around at the chaos of moving in, as all
the new students ran excitedly back
and forth from their cars to their dorm,
and the staff welcomed us with warm
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once my grandfather’s, and every
time I load it with a deck of film, I
imagine him snapping photos of a
three-year old version of my dad.
I have a colorful set of slightly
rusted “Yellow Submarine” pins on
my jackets that remind me of the
Beatles, a great band that I always
wish I could have seen in concert
back in the 60s. My everyday purse,
a black leather satchel with silver
fastenings, was once my mom’s. She
was proud of it as a teen; it was a
pretty stylish thing to wear in New
York in the 80s, and I love carrying
that feeling with me when it’s draped
over my shoulder.
We crave all of these old things
because of the way they make us
feel: cool, compelling and unique.
A perfect example can be explained
by the popular use of outdated
technology, like Polaroid cameras.
The limitations of such antiquated
technology emphasize the creative
inclinations we might already have,
making us feel fit to burst with ideas
and visions that extend beyond
our chosen medium’s capabilities.
When we pick up an outdated piece
of technology with the intention of
creating art, we feel innovative. We
feel unique. We feel brilliant. But
this doesn’t make us wiser; we’re
just more alert to the small things
that surround us that might serve as
artistic inspiration.
It seems that this newfound
appreciation is the only true form of
wisdom we can acquire from the old
things that we love to collect, and for
this, I’m grateful. It’s because of this
that “rusted and useless” becomes
“vintage.” These days, nothing
is thrown away, in both a literal
and figurative sense, before being
appraised as a potential work of art
or a unique accessory.
In the old practice of instant

photography, the sudden permanence
of every photo transforms even the
simplest of subjects into art. A power
line or a lonely tree in a field would
usually make boring subjects, but
when captured in black and white
within the confines of a white, square
frame, they become so much more
than meets the eye. It’s as though
something is hiding, or the whole
story doesn’t show. The objects
really aren’t anything special, but
because they now exist as Polaroid
still lifes, they suddenly have value.
The “fake wisdom” that a buyer
secretly accumulated when they
bought the camera on eBay allowed
them to see everything through a
new lens.
I’ve found that there is hardly
a greater thrill than looking at a
Polaroid photo of myself, in lush
sepia tones speckled with sun spots,
and thinking, “Is that really me? Or
a great-great aunt from whom I must
get my looks?” Old cameras, old
watches and old books all add years
to our own lives; years we have not
yet lived. We’re not as cool as we
think we are, just because we have
some old stuff that no one else knows
about and companies no longer
manufacture. But somehow, these
things still give us an appreciation for
what has passed, what is yet to come,
and what surrounds us every day.
Vintage clothes, accessories,
toys and decorations let us consider
the possibility that some modern
things we hardly value today might
be overpriced and much sought
after treasures in 50 years, and if
young people of the future are going
to get a kick out of wearing our old
hats and sunglasses, we should
all learn to channel some “hipster
spirit” and value everything we
currently own for the unique works
of art that they are.

smiles and helping hands. After all our
things were moved in, there were the
grumblings from our parents as they
patiently, or maybe not so patiently,
tried to put furniture and shelves
together in our rooms, and if we didn’t
have everything we needed, we went
on yet another shopping trip. Although
that was a few years ago for me, I would
bet that incoming freshman had similar
experiences. There are some things that
just do not change with time.
However, orientation changed
dramatically this year, and I’m not
convinced the change was for the better.
Instead, of spending a weekend during
the summer at NSU, students arrived at
school a week early to move in and then
went to five full days of orientation,
which can be a little much for freshmen.
Hosting orientation over the summer
gave students the opportunity to build
stronger friendships with people and
let freshmen to pick their roommate,
rather than being paired with one they
have never met. Two days seemed like
the perfect amount of time to learn
everything about NSU that an incoming
freshman needs to know.
Making the most of your college
experience means taking charge of your
life and finding a sense of belonging.
By attending freshmen orientation
activities, becoming involved in
different organizations and taking
advantage of the small class size, my
freshmen experience was made that
much more memorable.
There is hardly a better way
to prepare for the real world than
getting involved on campus with all
the different organizations NSU has

to choose from. There are so many:
Greek life, student government, honor
societies, multicultural clubs, student
media, community service, and so many
more. What made my freshman year an
amazing experience was Greek life.
Becoming a part of a sorority helped
open up a variety of new opportunities,
friendships and experiences.
When I wasn’t with my sorority,
I was, of course, keeping up with
schoolwork. The hours of studying
in college can be a shock to those of
us who weren’t adequately prepared
for such grueling study habits during
high school, and it can be a shock even
to those who were. One particular
advantage that many college students
at other universities don’t get is small
class sizes, which is one of NSU’s
greatest attributes. It gives freshmen the
wonderful opportunity to become more
involved in their education, instead of
just being a number in a large lecture
hall. Having a small class environment
gives students a much easier
opportunity to ask questions, participate
in discussions, share ideas, and get
close to a professor who actually knows
you by name.
I know I made the right choice
because NSU has given me everything
I could ask for in a college experience,
both personally and academically.
It has been the most incredible four
years of my life, from building lifelong
friendships to figuring out my career
path and life goals, and it all began at
freshmen orientation. Thanks to all of
these memorable experiences, in a few
months, I will be able to call myself a
proud NSU alum.
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faceoff
Many college students are making commitments to serious relationships while still in school, either getting engaged or married. Are you ng
students ready to make such serious decisions while in the middle of the education phase of their lives?

No

Yes
By: Keren Moros
Ever since I was a little girl, I’ve
heard stories of my parents’ married years
at college: the fun they had, the classes
they took, the late night study sessions, the
friendships and student activities — they
taught me that it’s possible to enjoy college
with a significant other.
I realize that serious relationships
during the college years are not for
everyone. After all, it’s not something
people should just jump into. But I don’t
believe that students who become engaged
— or married in some cases — deserve to
be maligned for their life choices. Different
couples have different stories and people
shouldn’t judge a couple unless they know
the couple’s whole story, keeping in mind
that all people are different and are in
different stages of maturity.
I know someone who married while
finishing his undergraduate studies.
Another person I know married in his early
twenties before receiving a college degree,
then went on to a job, wedded bliss,
undergraduate studies, and eventually a
baby. Someone else I know had the same
boyfriend all through college and married
him recently. Everyone’s story is different,
and everyone’s love story is special no
matter where it started.
Students often make a commitment

to a career when they enter college; others
make a commitment to a life partner.
Some people say that college students
should focus on their studies before getting
married, and that’s true for many students.
But for other students, handling a serious
relationship while in college is just another
one of life’s balancing acts. Besides, after
college graduation, many people will have
to balance work and personal lives, children
and mortgages, careers and hobbies, and lots
of other details.
Some people say that college students
are too young to attach themselves to one
person for the rest of their lives. But this
just undermines all the love stories that
started in people’s younger years. There’s
nothing wrong with making a commitment
to someone you love after you’ve seriously
considered how that commitment will
change your life.
Saying that young couples are
throwing their lives away and can’t
possibly know that they’ve found their
soulmates dismisses their feelings. I’m
willing to believe that people who truly
love each other are willing to make things
work -- including those in college.

By: Nadira St. Hilaire
We spend most of our days in a rush —
rushing through traffic, rushing to class or rushing
to finish our homework.
But the biggest rush many of us seem to be
in is to get married. But what is the big rush to
put a ring on it? Many people think it’s okay to
get engaged before experiencing life, but I don’t
think people realize the kind of commitment that
marriage takes. You can’t commit yourself to
one person if you can’t even commit yourself to
turning in your homework on time.
The average age of a graduating
undergraduate student is 22 to 25. To think that by
this age, they have met the one and only person
that will ever turn their head or make them happy
is ridiculous.
To then make the decision to get engaged to
that person, while still in college, is insane. Yes,
you might be in love, and yes, you might believe
that you have found the one, but after a little taste
of the reality of marriage, many people realize
that living and sharing everything with one person
forever is a really big mistake. Of course, there
has been some success when it comes to people
finding their soul mates in college, but that’s not
the norm.
I’m not saying students should not get
engaged before gradation; I’m just saying that
it should not be rushed. I am a college student
now, and I have already seen a lot of the world
and have experienced great things, but in a few
years, I’m going to graduate. When I’m finished

with college, I will be able to experience even
greater things, or at least have the option to choose
whether I would like to share my experiences with
someone else or not. That’s the great thing about
being single or in a less serious relationship.
It’s okay to be with one person for many
years, because if you suddenly decide that they
are just not the one, you can end the relationship.
When you’re engaged or married, it’s not so easy.
People can be together and commit their time
and their energy to each other without rushing
into marriage. It’s too big of a commitment that
many people don’t really take into consideration.
So many people think that they have found the
one they want to spend the rest of their life with,
but to me, college is just a small chunk of your
life. After college is when you truly experience
life and are able to figure out what is right for you
and what isn’t.
Getting engaged is like putting someone
else in your personal bubble, and when you’re
attached to this one person for the rest of your life,
every decision you make is going to affect not
only you, but this person as well. You are giving
up the opportunity to think for yourself and act on
your own.
It’s great to fall in love, become exclusive
with someone and feel that your significant other
is your soul mate. But we can wait until after we
finish school to think about marriage, because
if that person loves you enough to stick around
throughout college, they will most likely stick
around throughout the rest of your life, and that is
what a good relationship is supposed to be.

Help Wanted
All students should contact the Oﬃce of Student
Employment located on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of the Horvitz
building to apply for these positions (954.262.3380)
Hours: 10 hrs./week
Preparing reagents, performing cell
cultures of various cells including
cancer cells, maintaining the cells
in culture, treating cells with drugs,
preparing cell lysates for analysis and
conducting gel electrophoresis and
western blots. This person would
also be conducting enzyme assays,
OFF 36: America Counts Tutor
apoptosis assays, receptor binding
Pay: $13.00/hr.
assays and prepare reagents for making
Hours: 10-25 hrs./week
Help improve math skills of children in the assay kits. Image mice, cells and
Broward County Elementary Schools. other experimental subjects in the Night
Owl imaging system, perform imaging
HPD 001: Administrative Student using microscope imaging system.
Generate, analyze and interpret date
Library Assistant
from images.
Pay: $9.50/hr.
Hours: Up to 20 hours/week (Must
be able to work nights and weekends) HPD 182: Student Assistant
Work at circulation desk - check in/ Pay: $8.50/hr.
out books, study room keys, organize Hours: 20 hrs./week
Type accreditation documents. Create
library materials, loading shelves.
graphic interfaces. Type reports for site
visits. Create spreadsheets and charts.
HPD 011: Graduate Assistant
Copy and scan documents. Work with
Pay: $11.00/hr.
departmental deans on other projects.
Hours: 15-20 hrs./week
Requires Federal Work Study Award
Manage email alias for department. HPD 191: Student Assistant
Assist with coding of applications. Pay: $8.50/hr.
Assist with sending correspondence. Hours: 20 hrs./week
Requires Federal Work Study Award
Other duties as assigned.
Take messages, copying, faxing,
filing, data entry. Create patient files,
HPD 035: Clerical Assistant
type letters. Create spreadsheets and
Pay: $8.50/hr.
scan documents. Assist department
Hours: 10-20 hrs./week
Word processing, photocopying, filing, supervisor. Other duties as assigned.
and other general clerical support duties
HPD 196: Administrative Student
and functions.
Assistant
Pay: $9.00/hr.
HPD 114: Senior Student Assistant
Hours: 25 hrs./week
Pay: $8.50/hr
Hours: 20-25 hrs./week maximum Requires Federal Work Study award
(Available Tuesdays and Thursdays, Data entry, design promotional
afternoons and evenings when clinic materials. Write articles for newsletters.
Act as student ambassadors in IDEP
is open)
Assist in various clerical duties that strategy sessions. Assist in generating
include typing, use of computer and/or training materials.
M.S. Office programs. Other duties as
HPD 201: Student Assistant
assigned.
Pay: $8.50/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
HPD 146: Student Assistant
Take messages, copying, faxing, scan
Pay: $8.50/hr.
documents, filing, data entry. Create
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Data entry in Access database. Be able patient files, type letters. Create
to reconcile multiple Excel reports spreadsheets and scan documents.
and software program reports, update Assist department supervisor in day to
spreadsheets. Be able to manage large day activities. Other duties as assigned.
quantities of confidential documents.
Check in orders and ensure accuracy 002: Senior Student Assistant/
Academic Technical Support (Help
then distribute to correct department.
Desk) - East Campus Ft. Lauderdale
(approx. 15 minutes from main
HPD 149: Student Assistant
campus)
Pay: $8.50/hr.
Pay: $11.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
File records, answer phones, making Hours: 20 hrs./week
Hours of operation is 24/7. Various
photocopies, data entry. Special
schedules available.
projects e.g. rotations, implant orders.
Provide telephone technical support
Other duties as assigned.
to the NSU computing community.
Collect and record specific information
HPD 158: Student Assistant
regarding user requests and problems.
Pay: $8.00/hr.
Dispatch problem reports to appropriate
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Typing correspondence, collecting personnel.
and distributing mail, photocopying,
answering phone, meeting and greeting 34: Senior Student Assistant
Pay: $8.50/hr.
student and visitors..
Hours: 20 hrs./week
HPD 170: Student Assistant/ Provide circulation assistance at the
circulation desk. Answer phones,
Research
shelving, and working on computers.
Pay: $8.00/hr.
OFF 10: America Reads Tutor
Pay: $13.00/hr.
Hours: 10-25 hrs./week
Experience in working with children
and a strong desire to help children read
well in Broward County Elementary
Schools.

046: Lab Monitor
Pay: $10.00/hr.
Hours:15 -20 hrs./week
Support activities of Collection &
Bibliographic Services. Sort and
distribute incoming mail. Print call
numbers for new materials. Photocopy
and distribute materials as requested;
shelve materials, maintain catalog of
Novacat. Other duties as assigned.

Assist the Operations Coordinator
by ensuring fields and facilities are
prepared for home games and events.
Act as a troubleshooter at events by
providing supervision. Also assist with
game management.

397: Student Ambassador
Pay: $8.00/hr.
Hours: 20-25 hrs./week (individual
schedules vary) Some Saturdays may
be required.
047: Student Assistant/Audio-Visual Conduct campus tours to prospective
students and their families. Other duties
Services
include data entry. Answer incoming
Pay: $10.00/hr.
phone calls. Participate in special
Hours: 15 - 20 hrs/week
Provide assistance in all aspects of events and Tele-counseling.
Audio-visual technology, including
working as an audio-visual assistant 423: Section Editor
and providing excellent customer Pay: $9.00/hr.
service to students, faculty, employees Hours: 20 hrs./week - may require
weekend and evening hours
and guests.
Oversee the assignment and production
of specific section in the University
054: Lab Monitor
student-run newspaper. Job functions
Pay: $8 / hr.
include determining stories for a
Hours: Up to 20 hrs./week
Assist students & faculty with computer specific section and editing all copy
related problems in the microcomputer for the section before submitting to the
editor-in-chief.
lab.

contact with community organizations
and their representatives for ongoing
programming/production.
Develop,
script and produce informational junkets
for NSU schools, centers, and programs
in consultation with appropriate center
personnel. Participate in community
service, promotional and business
activities concerning the station. Attend
disc jockey and staff meetings. Must
have been trained as a disc jockey,
maintain at least one on-air shift per
week, fill in as a substitute disc jockey
when needed. Train and evaluate disc
jockeys. Be able to operate the remote
equipment. Be responsible for turning
off the FM transmitter on assigned
nights.
679: Senior Student Assistant
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: 25 hours per week
Provide
clerical
support
and
administrative assistance to the various
administrators.

703: Graduate/Professional Student
Assistant
Pay: $10.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Reports to Cataloging Librarian. Check
500: Phonathon Worker
086: Graduate Student Assistant
library’s catalog for possible duplication
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Pay: $11/hr.
Hours: 10-15 hrs. 5:30 p.m.- 9:00 of new material. Select entries that
Hours: 15-25 hrs./week
p.m. Mon-Fri, End of August- match new materials received in the
Requires Federal Work Study Award
department using OCLC database.
Assist coordinator with various on- December
Call alumni from all over the country Download records into library’s online
going projects within the department.
to update their information. Let our public access database. Prepare book
alumni know about new developments labels for each item cataloged. Assist in
098: Student Assistant
at NSU and ask for support of NSU special projects, such as re-cataloging
Pay: $7.67/hr.
and reclassification of materials.
through our annual giving program.
Hours: 15-25 hrs./week
Provide administrative support for
711: Student Scholarship Assistant
Residential Life & Housing. Assist in the 503: Network Specialist
Pay: $9.00-$12.00/hr.
general operation and communication Pay: $11.00/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs./week
of office procedures and functions. Hours: 20 hrs./week
Duties include but not limited to: Assists in the installation of networking Update and maintain database, review,
inputting information on work orders, equipment. Assists in trouble-shooting edit and write scholarship questions,
incident reports, locksmith request, network outages. Gather and compile assist in mailings both electronic and
paper, assist in preparing presentations,
etc. Filing and copying of confidential information for special projects.
provide support in developing and
documents. Maintaining and organizing
delivering online scholarships.
kitchen and storage rooms, and other 506: Videoconferencing Technician
common areas. Correspond with other Pay: $8.00/hr.
NSU departments as required to assist Hours: 20 hrs./week (shifts available: 715: Student Assistant
residents or staff members. Other duties M-F between 7:30 am.-10:00 p.m., Pay: $8.50/hr.
Sat. & Sun. between 7:30 a.m.-6:00 Hours: 14 hrs./week
as assigned
Assist department by reviewing
p.m.)
for
accuracy.
Modify
Provide basic level technical support records
165: Lifeguard
services to the students, faculty, and spreadsheets. Research and update
Pay: $9.00/hr.
Hours: Available 7:00a.m.- 8:00 p.m. staff in the use and maintenance of record information. Retrieve, print
Prevent accidents through the technology resources provided by the and prepare documents for processing.
enforcement of policies, rules, university, including but not limited to Photocopying, sorting, filing, mailing,
regulation, and the conduct of persons videoconferencing classrooms, smart and other duties as assigned.
using the pool, saunas, and spa. classrooms, electronic classrooms,
Additional duties include scrub pool peripheral technology, and all other 910: Student Assistant - East
gutters, heavy vacuum and hosing deck. University facilities on campus or off Campus, Ft. Lauderdale
as required. Provide office support Pay: $11.00/hr.
answering telephones, monitoring Hours: 20 hrs./week. (Shifts
224: Intramurals Sports Ofﬁcial
videoconferencing bridge connections, available: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 1:00
Pay: $8.00/hr.
Hours: Mon -Thur 5:30 p.m. - 11 perform data entry, and provide detailed p.m. - 5:00 p.m.)
daily reports on technical support Operate telephone switchboard to route,
p.m. and occasional weekends
Officiate intramural sports based on provided at the end of each day. Other receive, and place calls to all campus
locations. Disseminate information
rules and regulations as set forth by duties as assigned.
to callers on NSU programs of study,
Campus Recreation. Ensure that teams/
events and special advertisements.
individuals follow rules and regulations. 610: Music Director
Place and track long distance calls for
Provide all intramural participants with Pay: $10.00/hr.
internal NSU customers. Other duties
superior customer service. Remain Hours: 20 hrs./week
Plan content for and schedule airings as assigned. On occasional basis,
visible and on post at all times.
of Information Exchange. Arrange attend divisional and NSU sponsored
and conduct interview for Information meetings and instructional workshops.
374: Field Operations Assistant
Exchange. Edit interview and produce Supervisor will provide more detailed
Pay: $8.00/hr
the final on-air product. Maintain job description.
Hours: 20 hrs./week

